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Rationale for Lengths of ELA Passages 
 

Determining the length of ELA passages is based primarily on two considerations. The 

first consideration is research into the silent reading reach of children at specific grade 

levels. The second consideration is based on the logistics of assessment administration, 

text reading, and question answering strategies.  

 

Research Summary 
The following chart shows calculations based on research into silent reading rates by 

grade.  This chart assumes that students will read for 20 minutes out of 50 minutes. 

Basically, reading will absorb two-fifths of the assessment administration time, and 

answering questions will absorb three-fifths of the assessment administration. The first 

two columns show the total number of words for all passages on a test. The second two 

columns show what each single passage could have assuming there are four passages on 

an assessment.  

 

Note that within each pair of columns, we show the high estimate first and the low 

estimate second. The chart begins with grade 2 and extends to grade 12. 

 

Passage Word Count Based on Research 
 Total Word Count 

for All Four Passages 
on an Assessment 

Word Count for a Single 
Passage (out of four) 

 

Grade High Low High Low 

2 2300 1610 575 402.5 

3 2760 1932 690 483 

4 3160 2212 790 553 

5 3460 2422 865 605.5 

6 3700 2590 925 647.5 

7 3900 2730 975 682.5 

8 4080 2856 1020 714 

9 4280 2996 1070 749 

10 4480 3136 1120 784 

11 4740 3318 1185 829.5 

12 5000 3500 1250 875 
 

 

Fluence Writer’s Guidelines 
The following chart shows the guidelines that we provide to our passage writers, editors, 

and researchers. The word count ranges in this chart are lower than those in the research-

based chart because the research into the silent reading reads assumed a high level of 

proficiency at each grade level. Additionally, when students are taking a test  
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they will reread the passage a number of times in order to answer complex text dependent 

questions. In particular, constructed response questions can sometimes reduce the amount 

of time available for passage reading. We also took actual student experience and word-

count guidelines for major assessments into account when we set our guidelines.  

 

Fluence Passage Word Count Guidelines 

Grade  Number of Words 

2 175-300  

3 225-400  

4 300-500  

5 350-550  

6 400-650  

7 450-700  

8 450-750  

9 500-800  

10 550-850  

11 550-950  

12 600-1000  
 

 

What is important is that the word count in our guidelines does not exceed the word 

counts based on silent reading research.  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 


